THE DARK AGES IN ENGLAND
Edric to death—a very wise act, for Edric would always be
intriguing and betraying. He sent Edmund Ironside's two little
sons out of England, to be ultimately brought up by St Stephen,
the new Christian King of Hungary. He allowed the two
young sons of Emma, the second family of Ethelred, to go over
to Normandy and be brought up by their relatives there. He
recognized the great local divisions of England—the North,
the Midlands, and the South—and put a sort of sub-king, or
great governor, over each, with the Scandinavian title of EarL
It is a title which, though having changed to mean very different
things, has gone on for nine hundred years.
But the two most important things he did were (i) the
marrying of Emma (Ethelred had died in 1016), and (2) the
taking as a favourite of a young man like himself, Godwin.
The first of these actions diluted, as it were, the growing
influence of France, which had been the chief menace to the
barbarian Danish efforts at governing England. He became by
this marriage the brother-in-law of the reigning Duke of
Normandy, in his long-established Norman court.
Godwin. Canute's taking of Godwin for a favourite was
to prove of great importance for the future. It very nearly
established a new dynasty over England. Godwin was the son
of that Wulnoth, of the house of Sussex, whom we saw betraying
Ethelred. Canute took him over to Denmark with him, when
he went over there in 1019 to establish his claims, and married
him into his own family, giving him for wife his brother-in-
law's sister.
Godwin was a man of very forcible character, unscrupulously
wicked and commanding the devotion of those who followed
him. So long as Canute lived his own force of character was
too strong for Godwin to rebel against it. But he had nearly
all he wanted already. He counted, through his marriage, as
a Dane, his children had Danish names, and Canute, when he
became general lord not only of England, but of Norway and
Denmark and part of Sweden, made of Godwin a sort of
sub-king, giving him the Earldom of Wessex, which was all
the South of England and much the most populous and
wealthiest part of the island.
At the height of his power Canute made a famous pilgrimage
to Rome, and died a few years afterwards at Shaftesbury, in
1035, only forty years old.
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